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skeagé‘ﬁé deeply upset by Regan book 31

By HELEN THOMAS
United Press International

WASHINGTON — First lady Nan 3
' révela-

Reagan is “very upset” by “vindictive"

tions in a new book that she consulted an
astrologer to shape her husband's schedule,
but aides said Monday she has not aban-
doned the practice.

“It's come through to me that Don Regan
doesn't really like me,” Mrs. Reagan was
quoted as saying by her press secretary,
Elaine Crispen.

The book, “For the Record: From Wall
Street to Washington,” by Donald Regan, the
former White House chief of staff, Treasury
secretary and chairman of Merrill Lynch Co.,
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was published Monday.

Its most prominent feature is a scathing
portrait of Mrs. an,

Elbowed out of his White House job by
the first lad‘{ in February 1987, Regan por-
trays Mrs. Reagan as a spouse so obseased
with protecting her husband that she de-
manded the ouster of image-destroying offi-
cials and sought an astrologer to help select
days and times for presidential activities.

Reports last week that the book revealed
a White House deep in a “long-established
floating seance,” ang publication of book it-
self Monday sparked sharp responses from
the Reagans.

President Reagan, who said Friday “I
don’t look kindly” on kiss-and-tell books by

former aides, expressed anger according to
syndicated columnist Carl Rowan. '

“He said to me, ‘I'll be damned if I'll just
stand by and let them railroad my wife, "
Rowan said in an interview on WUSA-TV in
Washington.

The columnist discussed the book and
other issues during a luncheon Monday with
Reagan. Rowan asked the president what re-
course he might have, and Reagan answered,
“Well, I guess I just got to sit and let things
cool down and make a decision as to how to
deal with this thing.”

Rowan said the president was “profound-
ly surprised at the depth of the anger of
Donald Regan as Md in this book.”

Please turn tq/page 2.
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Reagans deeply upset by Kegan’s revelation /

Conuinued Trom page 1

Reagan also suggested to the
‘olumnist that Regan. far from
deing fired. sumply overreacted and
juit on hearing a news report that
Howard Baker had been lined up to
eplace him.

Earlier. Reagan was asked at a
Rose Garden ceremony if he would
continue to allow astrology to play a
role in his scheduling. As the crowd,
3 small business group, booed the
juestion, he said sternly: “You
asked for it. | can't because I never

1id.”
Cns_pen Lo}d L'nugd Press Inter-

T e b sy Suidd fORSUUS
with her astrologer from time to

ume. Time magazine identified the
astrologer as San Francisco socialite
Joan Quigley.

“I'm not saying it's ending or ta-
pering off,” she said. “But it cer-
tainly does not control their lives.”

Presidential spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said Monday, “I know
that the first lady is very upset
about the books and very concerned
that anyone would exploit her con-
cern for his (the president’s) health
and safety.” :

Fitzwater sparred with reporters
about the astral influences in the
White House, and said, “This is all
fun and games. There’s nothing
wrong with it. I don’t know what
AU UL TUi€ IU plays ... 1f you want
to make something out of it. There's

nothing wrong with the first lady, or
anyone else consulting an astrolo-
gist.”

Rowan said the president told
him his wife “feared she had
brought all this down on his head.”
Rowan quoted Reagan as telling his
wife: “No, honey, I brought of
thti)s on your head by taking this
job.” ;

In an interview with UPI Mon-
day, Regan insisted he was not bit-
ter but indicated he is seeking vin-
dication: “I have a right to tell my
story.”

He later told NBC News, “It is
not a story (simply) about Mrs.
Reagan or anyone else. If it's em-
barrassing to them it’s only because
it's a true history. This is not a state

!

secret; it has nothing to do with na-
tional defense. This happens to be a
little family secret that I have
brought out.”

have good political instincts, Regan
said, “T don’t deny that. I say so in
my book that she has good political
instincts . . . but it is peculiar —b}-
zarre, you might say — for his
schedule to be in the hands of his
wife when she, in turn, is relying
on an astrologer.”
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Regan on: Reagan i o ¥

'WASHINGTON '(AP) = Ronald
Reagan is hesitant about bothering
the people who work for him = S0
much so that he once let smoke: pour
from the fireplace in his office rather
than. call for help, Donald Regan
says. ...

Reagan did not want to make any
demands on ‘anyone, the' presxdent’
former chief of staff says in “‘For the
Record," ‘the ‘newest collection of
out-of-school tales by a White House
departee. So the chief executive did
nothing- when a fire, caused by a

clogged chimney in lus study:in the-

West Wing, broke out.”
““He ‘stayed at his desk,” Regan
wrote, ‘‘reading his documents with

~smarting” eyess*until'“the* gilards

asked if he wouldn’t like:to'move to
another room while they put out the
fire and the place aired out..He
hadn’t wanted to bother anybody.”

In his book, Regan  offers. con-

tradictory portrayals of Reagan — _§‘h

on one hand picturing the presrdent
as disengaged and indecisive, a
leader who “laid down no rules and
articulated no misgion,” and on the
other hand drawing him as mvolved
and interested.

In contrast:to hisi harsh depictlon

of first lady Nm‘,ﬂfgg&n, he
describes Reagan as'-judicious,
eager to hear .both sides;. a-, for-
midable reader who_carries thick

folders of reading material under his - th

arm when he leaves the. office for the
family quarters around 4 p.m. daily;
incapable of uttering an unkind word
about others and in Iove with his job.
So Regan’s Reagan:
—JIs aware of what he doesn’t

know. ! ‘He hesitates to ask Guestions

or confess to a lack of knowledge In
the presence of strangers,” Regan
wrote.-‘and-thanks-to.tha.wav his

SR, (ZEA’bmv '

"D RE bAN

staff operated nearly everyone was
.a stranger to this shy president
except the members of his mnermost
circle.”
“Would apologize for asking a
basic — sometimes ever a startling

- basic —-question' about an arcane

subject.” :
++ .—Has a good working command of
economics. ‘‘His- grasp of: basic
economic theory as jt: had been

- taught in. his time- (Eureka College, ,

_class of '32) was excellent and he had
kept abreast of later theory,” Regan
wrote. .“He had” no trouble un-
derstandmg the leading ideas of the
‘day, or ‘in' making reasonable
judgments about ‘the effects
IpFoduced by policies' based on
Keynesian: theory, of \which he was
deeply susplclous 4
—“Is a formidable reader and a
talented conversationalist with a gift
“for hstemng " and a man who, at
, “is an’ old-fashioned, small-
‘town Amencan who believes what he
reads in the papers.”
~~Gets'in trouble because of his
capacity to remember— and believe
— everything that is told to him. ““If
someone told him, (to use a wholly
fictitious example) that there had
been 35,987 hairs in Stalln s
‘mustache. this fact would go into the
presldentlal‘ memory ‘bank, possibly
to emerge weeks or months later in
the middle of a press conference,”
Regan. wrote. *‘It never seemed: to
oceur to him that anyone would give

- him incorrect information. His mind

‘wasg a trove of facts and anecdotes.

- something like the morgue of one of

his favorite  magazines, ‘Reader’s
Digest, and it was impossible to
guess when or why he might access

any one of these mmlons of bytw of
Asta " A
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David Brussat

President and Mrs.

tiative:

worry about nuclear war.
est?
even know if it will work yet.
April 17.
Reagan: April 17?
Mrs. R: It won't work April 17.

be finished April 17.

—L.start it April 17, either.

Reagan: Well, um, others are do-
ing most of the work. I don’t think
I'll be—

Mrs. R: Damn tootin' you won't.
You'll be inside all day.

Reagan: Inside? Why?

Mrs. R: It'll be April 17.

Reagan: April 17?

Mrs. R: That's a ““bad” day.

Reagan: Oh. I see. A “bad” day.

Mrs. R: Ronnie, the moon will be
in the Seventh House, and Jupiter
will be aligned with Mars.

Reagan: (rolls eyes) Who told you
that?

Mrs. R: My friend. You know,
from San Francisco. She told me,
and [ told Don Regan, and Don Re-
gan will mark it red on his calendar
and that will tell him not to let you
go out when the moon is in the Sev-
enth House, especially as Jupiter is
aligning with Mars.

Reagan: Well, what's so bad
about that? SDI has nothing to do
with the moon, or Jupiter for that
matter, let alone Mars.

Mrs. R: Of course it does. It has to
do with a war in outer space, right?
Up where all the planets intersect
the paths of the sun, the moon and
the stars. Isn't that right? | saw the
movie, and so did you. Isn't that
why they call it Star Wars?

Reagan: Who's calling it Star
Wars?

Mrs. R: Who isn’t calling it Star
Wars?

Reagan: Not me. I call it SDI.

Mrs. R: Well, whatever you call
it, Ronnie, please Just don't let it get
in the way of the Zodlacl!

Reagan: In the way of the what?

Mrs. R: It must not interfere with
the sun’'s Impact on the tides. It can't
be permitted to throw planet Jupiter
out of conjunction with the Seventh
House. Or — heaven forfend! — ob-
scure the dawning of the Age of
Aquarius. Here's what Zolar, the
dean of American astrologers, says
of those born on Feb. 6 (pulls out
dog-eared paperback): “You possess
force of character and some special-
ized talents. You have an ambitious

NE OF the chapters edited

out of Donald Regan's book

For the Record recounts a
conversation he overheard between
Reagan. My spy
at the publishing house has leaked it
to me and I, as a public service, leak
it to you. The conversation took
pPlace in a foyer off the Blue Room
during a White House reception sev-
eral days after the president gave
his March 23, 1983, speech an-
nouncing the Strategic Defense Ini-

Reagan: Well, Mommie, on some

Overheard one evening:
Mr. and Mrs.

discuss Star Wars

Reagan

disposition and are always looking
for perfection. And there will be a
friendly relationship with relatives
and a possible inheritance of a con-
siderable amount. There Is also pos-
sible success [n the field of electron-
ics and modern scientific research.”

Reagan: Is that what “Zolar”
says?

Mrs. R: Yes. And it's not too late,
Ronnie, it's not too late.

Reagan: Indeed, we've got scien-
tists and researchers spreading out
across the country, trying to perfect
the electronics. But the doomsayers
and the know-it-alls keep saying it
won't work. If only Congress would
join me and vote full funding to re-
search the Strategic De—

Mrs. R: No, no, you don't under-

tomorrow the United States will be
protected by the peace shield, and
the American people won't have to
Mrs. R: When will that be, dear-
Reagan: I'm not sure. We don't

Mrs. R: Well, it had better not be

Reagan: Of course not. It won't

Mrs. R: Good. You had better not

stand. Zolar's not talking about that.

N R g P R 2

Zolar doesn’t know about that. But
your career, dearest. It's not too late
for you to go back to school and get
your degree and launch a successful |
career in modern scientific research!

Reagan: Mommie!

Mrs. R: Ronnie! Isn't it wonder-
ful! But you must promise me not to
go outside on April 17!

Reagan: But, please, what is sup-
posed to happen on April 17?

Mrs. R: The moon will be in the
Seventh House, of course, and Jupi-
ter will align with Mars. But this
Star Wars of yours might interfere
with the zodiac. It might zap what
Zolar calls the ‘“divine science of
Correspondences, in the study and
application of which the intellect
and intuition become blended in a
natural, harmonious manner." And
he says that “when this union be-
comes complete, the ignorant man
becomes the prophetic sage."

Reagan: Did you memorize that?
You could've been a great actress!

Mrs. R: [ said, don't you want to
be a prophetic sage? . .. Dearest, are
you listening to me?

Reagan: (aside) I thought I was
listening to Zolar.

Mrs. R: Ronald, I don't want you
interfering with the Zodiac! You or
your Star Wars. Suppose you end up
throwing my friend from San Fran-
cisco off her game. Then how will |
know when it's safe for you to go
outslide? How will I know to make
you stay inside on April 17? Isn't
that what SDI is really for?

Reagan: (aside) Rats! [ think she's
on to me!...Gee whiz, Mommie, |
just don't know,

Mrs. R: Well, there's Don Regan,
If you won't promise me not to go
outside and put that Star Wars thing
up April 17, I'll have to get Don Re-
gan to scratch it out of your presi-
dential schedule,

Reagan: You do that, dearest,
You do that,

L BN

David Brussat is a Journal-Bulle-
tin editorial writer,
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By Godfrey Sperling Jr.
NTERVIEWING Ronald Reagan during the 1980
presidential campaign, I asked him about the rumors
of his interest in astrology. He laughed and shrugged
off the question as though it were absolute nonsense. He
said that he and N ancy had an astrologer friend on the
West Coast and that, “just for fun " they sometimes
looked at his astrology column.

So it was with more than a little surprise that I read
that former chief of staff Donald Regan was charging, in
?g negw book, that the First Lady had been regularly

ymng on an astrologer for guidance i i
President’s schedule. & el . shaping the

The President has denied that any such star-related
help, via his wife, had ever entered into his decisionmak-
ing or affected matters of substance. Indeed, he is quite
angry at Mr. Regan's “attack” on Mrs. Reagan.

In his book, “For the Record, From Wall Street to
Washington,” Regan charges that Mrs. Reagan, leaning
on her astrologer, shaped the timing of some major
presidential actions.

Regan, doubtless using this opportunity to get back at
Nancy Reagan for, as he sees it, getting him fired, calls
White House scheduling a “long established floating
séance.”

According to Regan, it was the astrologer who caused
Mrs. Reagan to prevail on her husband to close off his
public appearances, particularly his get-togethers with
the media once Iran-contra began to become a major
liability. Thus, it seems, scheduling by the stars may
have rubbed out a presidential meeting firmly scheduled
at that time with the Monitor’s breakfast group.

The reaction to the Regan book from White House
people has been heated, the charges being described as
those of “vindictiveness and revenge.” But the impres-
sion that is left with the public seems clear: That reliance
on astrology had reached deeply into this presidency.
Indeed, if only scheduling were involved, we are talking
about when a presidential trip would be taken, when
press conferences would be held, and when presidential
meetings would be convened and papers signed.

Regan writes: “Virtually every move and dec1ann the
Reagans made during my time as White House chief of
staff was cleared in advance by a woman in San Fran-
cisco who drew up horoscopes to make certain that the

planets were in a favorable alignment for the enter-
prise.

Regan's taste for revenge, which at times makes him
sound petty, is centered mainly on the First Lady. He
underscores again and again his “admiration for Reagan
as President.” He absolves the President of any involve-
ment in or knowledge of the diversion of funds to the
contras from the sale of arms to Iran. And he says he saw
absolutely no signs of astrology being involved in
Reagan'’s policymaking.

But what of these charges of astrological influence
over the White House on scheduling, by way of Mrs.
Reagan? Are they serious charges that historians will

44V1S - W3DIZNVQ 4431

have to take into account in assessing the Reagan presi-
dency? I think so.

We are obviously dealing with a superstitious influ-
ence that has apparently been exercised over our coun-
try. For neither Mrs. Reagan nor the President has
denied the First Lady’s reliance on her astrologer’s guid-
ance nor its effect on scheduling.

The negative effect of the disclosure is widespread,
the shock deep. Indeed, many religious people would
regard relying on astrology - instead of turning to God -
as being wrong, even evil or sinful.

But will the astrology problem be a major political
liability for the President - one that might even rub off
onto the vice-president during his presidential cam-
paign? The early reading from polling, oddly, does not
indicate that the public is very aroused over this
development.

It appears that a lot of people turn regularly to

jLorreon

Superstition and the Reagans -+

]

columns on astrology. They may not take the advice too’

seriously, but seem to see little harm in ing the
daily reading on what to expect on a given day. -~ -
Having said all this on the importance of the Regan
allegations (together with the only partial rebuttal-from:
the President), it is relevant and necessary that F-disetss
another subject: the importance of the book itself: - -
Once again, foHowing the writing efforts of ‘Messrs.

Alexander Haig, David Stockman, Michael Deaver; and™

Larry Speakes, we have another kiss-and-tell book ‘Such
books are terribly distasteful. They are acts of: disloy-
alty. Why have there been so many in this administra-
tion, particularly when the President himself has been so
loyal to those who have worked for him? '

Gen. Brent Scowcroft, Gerald Ford’s national security
adviser, provided this acute assessment of the damage
such books do at a breakfast session the other morning:

“I think they are very destructive of the process of
government. If you have an inner sanctum of govern-
ment people who have to worry abeut what they say
being warped or twisted or whatever in the-next kiss-
and-tell book that comes out, it makes. it extremely
difficult to have good, honest, hard-hitting; fine disens-
sions. You know, this goes right to the top of the'systeme
I think it is a very, very bad thing to havej\agpen,
particularly bad when the President is still sitting:"~’ * -

What drives these people to make life miserable for
their kindly boss immediately after leaving his presence?
The motivation in great part has to be pmﬁt"ﬁtgréfs_st@
money for those who write such books, partiquarly if
they stir up a lot of controversy by d:vulgmgsomeugl-;r
information - some true and some merely allegations:’ "

Donald Regan is allocating the profits from his book to'-

charity. But his new celebrity status (he had quickly
faded from the high visibility he had enjoyed for several
years as one of the most important among ‘the Presi-
dent's people) will doubtless make him a hot item-on the
lecture circuit — and at fatter fees. - g

Regan never satisfactorily answers two questions: If
he was so opposed to scheduling by the stars, why didn't:

he protest, or even resign? And, if he respected this |

President so much and really believed Reagan was doimg

a fine job, why didn’t he wait untl after memg—

had stepped down before writing his book? = - (88%

* : $3¢ 2

Godfrey Sperting Jr. is the Monitor’s semior Wask- 7
ington columpist, .. | ., ... . : %
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speaking about stars,

RICHARD MORIN
Washington Post

Not

ASHINGTON -
N even the National En-

quirer’s panel of Top
n Psychics predicted it: Nancy
agan consulted astrologérs
out the president’s travel plans
d to help schedule important
ents of state. .
While Washington wags were
©og at the possibility that the
senda of the Free World was oc-
isionally entrusted, at least in
me small way, to the Stallc yen
ill-Marry-Jackie-O crowd,
resident Reagan’s top
sinmeisters were frantically
igaged in damage control.
They probably didn't have to
ither, Many Americans, it
cems, are nearly as
Iperstitious as their president,

Morin Is director of polling for
‘e Washington Post,

And if a key to Reagan’s
popularity” is- that he is the
average man writ large, then he
may suffer little lasting damage
from the stardirt revealed by
Donald Regan in his new ‘‘quit
and tell’”” book.

A survey of 1,989 adult
Americans by the Roper
Organization in 1985 disclosed
that nearly a quarter — 23 per-
cent — said they believed in
astrology. Another 30 percent
hedged their bets and said they
“weren’t sure,”’ while slightly
less than half said they did not
believe in it,

—

tional Science Foundation in 1979
reported that about one out of
five adults said they, like the
Reagans, read horoscopes or a
personal astrology report “‘quite -
often,” and one out of eight said
they read their astrological
forecast every day. In total,
more than half of those surveyed
said they read such columns at

what about UFOs?

least occasionally.

When the NSF asked those
questions again in 1985, it found
that overall readership of
horoscopes had declined slightly
to about one in six, although the
percentage of people who said
they had decided not to do
something because of their
horoscope had increased from 5
percent to 8 percent, a
“statistically significant” gain,
according to the NSF,

The survey also found that 39
percent of the American public
considered astrology to be ‘‘very

, ~; scientific” or ‘‘sort of scientific.”
. .. A'survey conducted for the Na- /

Naturally, the scientific
establishment found those
results slightly dismaying. ‘If
the public is not clear about what
is and is not a science,” an NSF
statement huffed, ‘“‘then it also

. may not be clear on what views

are regarded as scientific, This
may help to explain the lack of
acceptance of scientific think-
ing,” as disclosed elsewhere in

the survey.

After the first details about
Reagan’s Karnak connections
leaked out, more accounts of baf-
fling First Family behaviors
soon followed. The bill of par-
ticulars, as reported by the
press, included the president’s
belief in lucky numbers. 2

Reagan’s lucky number is 33.
White House spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater opened a press con-
ference last week telling
reporters he would ‘‘take your
first question at exactly 12:33 and
a half,” a joke that Washington
Post White House correspondent
Lou Cannon reported was part of
a strategy to make light of the
astrology story without directly
denying it. _

In fact, many Americans say
they have lucky numbers or
charms. The 1985 NSF survey
reported that 43 percent of the
American public believes that

Please see UFOs/7A
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ZODIAC DOSAGES DIFFER
Everyone is talking about it. b
Mainly because the m

edia got wind i "
bit and has blown it all out of pmpomon‘zz“c‘:"n‘"estins tid.

rence, ' mon occur-
. Aformer source'and insi :
first lady. So what if Ronalscljd:; éattled on the president and

r :

?ggosgcg;esdorlconsult an astrologer Morea:(t);%ﬁ:dthmeu

. g deal to me, Of course, the inference is th het
gearing actions and’ T e

o activities- concernin ’
~.ment to what the g-the govern.
‘don't you? . .. T an

es
3 ey arel aylnt.,mpd:thn $ hard to believe,
onetheless, the inconse Sty Wil an.

3 quential habit probably will en-
dle ar the couple to millions of folks who follow the s::me \::1-
tine. This can range from an occasional read of the various
columns appearing in newspapers to.a hard-core chart

#¢analysis before.one.steps one foot out:the door,

Naturally, the computer fits into the p'\c\urm\‘i:a#
buy a printout that will tell you exactly what the future has
in store for the next 12 months. Surely there must be a store-
house of data about the astrological formations. .- Vo

One good thing that’s happened as a result of the flimsy
expose is the amount of pun material gleaned for comics. I
was going to-say ‘comedy writers, but at this writing they
are still on strike, And it shows. But that’s another column.

Johnny Carson has bitten the bullet and is starting to
write his own stuff. It's pretty witty, as-would be expected.
His spontaneous humor will need to be more planned if he’s
going to write an entire script. Already he’s come up with a
jab concerning the Reagan-horoscope stories. Carson says,
“I knew there were 12 houses in the astrological charts, but
I didn't realize the White House was one of them!"’

Some friends I've had were great astrology buffs. One
time I mentioned what perception one of my daughters had.
““‘She was born with an old soul,” was the response. And that
led to a long dissertation on another way of viewing life —
reincarnation. And that is at least several others columns.
So back to astrology. : ) .

On another occasion an dcquaintance' I knew from the
beauty shop wasiconvinced my son was psychic. He was 3
years old at the time, and she claimed he could read her
mind and knew precisely what she was going to say‘or
write. She always wrote letters while under the dryer and
this seemed an attraction for the tot. ¢ 947 on — i

. I've thought ‘about that a lot. Now; if he really did have "
such a skill, he'd be rich by now and -most assuredly would
have done betterdn.school! .».: . iiim 72 ss.on wrugd el i

She asked what sign he was. I told her he was Aries." "

‘I could have guessed it — then he is gifted,”” she

squealed, obviously?thrilléd- with- hersownsdnsightey:

Ram's the last house of the Zodiac, which means he’hasa e’
the information from the previous 11,” she continued to
gloat. OREAE i

- Granted, a little personal information about you and
your sign is enlightening. Maybe the Reagans feel the same -
way. Quite frankly,-I get a boost when'I read about Leo,
which is my sign. It's nice knowing I'm aristocratic, proud,
outgoing and lots more. The bubble bursts, however, when :
the lion has faults, such as arrogance, aggressiveness, sel-
fishness, to name a few..: 1 /A 7 5

Then it's & bummer., %
I
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‘The ‘astrology connection’

confirmed by Wite House

By OWEN ULLMANN

© 1988 Knight-Ridder Newspapers )
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The White

House acknowledged Tuosdny that

first lady Nancy Reagan occasionally

has spok'(’n Lo an aslrologer aboul her

husband’s activities
However, President Reagan sald

none of his policy decisions "has ever
been influenced by ns(rnlopy .

The unprecedented public discus-
sion by White House officials about

the Reagans’ interest in nslrnlu:gy
came a day after sources \‘h'\sr“ ln'l ::
Reagans disclosed that H('aglan‘“ll.d:
made presidential dt‘(‘lSI’(‘HS, i"'::\n‘q
ing the scheduling of nmy‘wr (q\n n.,:
based on advice Mrs. Reag:

ceived froma California astrologer.

Presidential Scheduling ’
Renewed interest in the Reagans

5 i which has

astrological connection, vor.

been reported periodically for se ol

al decades, has surfaced again tf

cause 2 soon-\o-be~re\eased boo}( \;
former White House (‘P:,l(r‘f :'fw\:‘ﬂ‘f
i s expecte 0 . =

‘{,‘:?3';i,{‘rr‘:",;llr,’(,{; mp which Nancy

};},;,;gn\ use of an astrologer influ-

enced presidential scheduling

The president told reporters Tues-
day that “no policies or decisions in
my mind has ever been influenced by
astrology,” but neither Reagan nor
his spokesman commented on wheth-
er he has had a longtime interest in
astrology, as he has acknowledged in
the past and has been documented
since the mid-1960s.

White House spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said “it’s true that Mrs.
Reagan has an interest in astrology”
and has for some time, particularly
following the assassination attempt
on the president on March 30, 1981.

“Her Husband's Welfare”

""She was very concerned for her
husband’s welfare, and astrology has
been a part of her concern in terms of
his activities,” said Fitzwater. He de-
clined, however, to say how seriously
Mrs. Reagan takes the subject or
whether she has consulted astrolo-
gers while in the White House.

However, the first lady’s press sec-
retary, Elaine Crispen, confirmed
that Nancy Reagan ‘“‘occasionally
talks to an astrologer,” a woman
Crispen would not identify.

Crispen said the contacts began
after the assassination attempt, but
there have not been any “in the last
couple of months.” She said Mrs.
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Reagan “gets wifely worries out of
the way" by talking to the astrologer.
“You know what a worrier she is.”

Fitzwater, asked how the president
and his wife feel about the disclo-
sures, said the Reagans “both feel it
unfortunate and a distraction and
hardly relevant to the business of
government and probably not appro-
priate at all.”

Major Events

Sources close to the Reagans say
the first lady has more than a passing
interest in astrology and has used it to
determine her husband'’s schedule for
major events. Reagan's interést in as-
trology is not as keen as his wife's, but
he does follow her advice, according
to the sources.

A Los Angeles astrologer, Joyce
Jillson, told The Associated Press in
an interview Tuesday that she helped
Reagan choose George Bush as his
running mate in 1980 and “‘spent a lot
of time” at the White House after the
assassination attempt.

Assoclaled Press
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Astrologer Joyce Jillson said Tuesday the lleagans have consulted astrologers
for years, both during Iteagan’s presidency and his governorship of California,
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But the Reagans later issued a
statement saying of Jillson that they
“never heard of her and never met
her.”

One recent example of astrological
influence on the president, White
House sources said, is Mrs. Reagan’s
insistence that the ceremony for sign-
ing the INF nuclear missile treaty

with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-

chev last Dec. 8 take place at 1:30 in
the afternoon.

Inauguration Time

In 1967, it was widely reported that
Reagan had decided to be sworn in as
governor of California at 12:10 a.m.
on Jan. 2 of that year, nine minutes
after his term was to begin, because
of the advice he received from astrol-
ogers. But he denied that was.so, say-
ing he wanted to be sworn in as soon

_as possible to stop departing Gov. Ed-

ASTROLOGY
Please turn to Page 9A

Ronald Reagan, Aquarius
Says no decisions based on stars
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Don’t dismiss Rega
and his book lightl

It used to be that Hell had no fury like a
woman scorned. But the worm has turned.
Fury now has. a male dimension. Donald
Regan, the former White House chief of staff
whom Nancy Reagan supposedly forced out,
has written a book telling all. How fitting. l
How deliciously gender neutral.

For this is the same Don Regan who in |
his public life excelled at sexist remarks, i
insisting that women not only couldn’t un-
derstand arms control {§sues but also |
wouldn’t accept sanctions against South Af-
rica because they'd have to go without their
diamonds. Now he has taken on this new
aspect, dripping acid and painting an unflat- ;
tering picture, a device that used to be
considered a female preserve.

But don’t dismiss Regan’s book lightly.
“For the Record: From Wall Street to Wash-
ington” is not just a kiss-and-tell lipsmacker.
While Regan no doubt wishes to clear him-
self for having to take the dive on the Iran-
Contra affair, he also has provided a serious
and revealing look at the way policy is made
and carried out in the Ronald Reagan White
House. As a nation, we have had pre_cious
little insight into the way the president
keeps house.

We ought to have known specifically, n(_)t
merely suspected, that Ronald Reagan is
affable but disengaged, giving his Cabinet
little direction, and that Nancy Reagan is
willful, manipulative and influential. And
now we hear about all that astrology busi-

ness.
It sounds rather like Macbeth and Lady
Macbeth, doesn’t it? Only in the play it was
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three witches stirring a pot instead of a Nob [
Hill stargazer with a pedigree.

Sure, it’s self-serving for Donald Regan,
and it’s a little late in the day for the nation
to do much about Ronald or N%q%xﬁea'gan.
But better late than never, an etter now
than after an automatic, uncritical anointing
of Reagan’s own vice president, George
Bush, as successor.
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Saving a little

WASHINGTON — To say sooth, the pres-
ident and Nancy are in a picklement. The
White House had to affirm that the first
lady has been communing with an astrolo-
ger. The wiseacres are having the most fun
they've had since Jimmy Carter fought off
the killer rabbit.

The story broke on last week. Don Re-
gan, the ousted White House chief of staff,
has wsitten a memoir. A few paragraphs
deal with Nancy's consultations. It ap-
pears that after the attempted assassina-
tion in 1981, the distraught first lady feared
for a second altempt. What dates, she won-
dered, might be lucky or unlucky? Could
the president’s schedule be shaped accord-
ingly? She sought an answer in his horo-
scope. When the snickers began Lo spread
around town on Tuesday, press aides went
into a flap, consulted among Lhemselves,
talked high strategy and damage control.
By Wednesday morning The Washington
Post's Herblock had prepared a gleeful
cartoon

WHAT IS TO BE SAID of all this? For start-
ers, astrology is the sheerest hokum. This
pseudo-science has been around since the
days of the Chaldeans and Babylonians. It
is as phony as numerology, phrenology,
palmistry, alchemy, lhe reading of lea
leaves and the practice of divination by the
entrails of a goat. No serious person will
buy the notion that our lives are influenced
individually by the movement of distant
planets. This is the sawdusl blarney of a
carnival midway

Yel the remarkable thing is that astro-
logy continues to thrive in an age of univer-
sal debunking. Soothsaying is widely
syndicated. In its most familiar form,
tucked away with Dagwood Bumstead on

~ [he comic pages, astrology altracts the at-

James
Kilpatrick

tention of millions of newspaper readers.
“Love plays role, protect self in emotional
clinches ... What has been elusive now be-
comes available ... Be-aware that recent
lessons can now be put to good use."" I have
a granddaughter, age 5, who learned not
long ago Lhat her prestige was rising; ro-
mance figured prominently.

Now and then, of course, predictions un-
cannily bul coincidentally come true. ‘‘Be-
ware the ides of March,” said the
soothsayer lo Caesar. In April the pro-
phetic fellow raised his fees and made a
fortune. Forecasts that fail to pan out are
filed away pianissimo. One is reminded of
the late columnist Drew Pearson, whose
fearless predictions were 100 percent right,
50 percentof the time.

Soothsayers turn up in several of Shake-

speare’s plays, In a comic scene in “An- .

tony and Cleopatra,” a seer tells
Charmian, one of the queen’s attendants,
“You shall yet be far fairer than you are;
you shall be more beloving than beloved;
you shall outlive the lady whom you
serve.” Charmian laughs. In "Cymbe-
line,” an optimistic sage has a vision of
“Jove's bird, the Roman eagle," and this
portends, “‘unless my sins abuse my divi-
nalion, success to the Roman host.”

o B -

sooth

Whatever these arcane arts may have
meant to playwrights, ancient priests and
monarchs of the Middle Ages, they rank to-
day with black cats and fortune cookies.
Superstitions, let us face it, are as common
as dandruff. So Nancy consults an astrolo-
ger? Has Herblock never knocked on wood
for luck? Do winning coaches change their
socks? Speaker of the House Jim Wright
reacted positively to the week's reve-
lations. He was glad to learn, he said, ‘‘that
the president consults with somebody."
Has Wright ever rubbed a rabbit’s foot?
Does the speaker step over the cracks in a
sidewalk?

THE ONLY CONSOLATION that might be of-
fered to Marlin Fitzwater, chief press aide
to the president, is the advice the philo-
sopher gave the king. Asked to provide a
single sentence that would be equally valu-
able in good times or bad, the philosopher
came up with five words: ‘‘This too shall
pass."

Trouble is, as Marlin knows, some things
take a long time in passing. Ridicule is the
most disastrous of all afflictions in politi-
cal life. One can endure mere calamities —
Grover Cleveland's bastard child, Nixon's

_missing tapes, Reagan’s arms to the aya-

tollah. It’s the little things that cling in
public memory like burrs in a collie’s coat.
We may not remember much about Gary
Hart, but we will remember the boat in
which he bounced off to Bimini with the
blonde in his lap: It was the good ship Mon-
key Business.

Hang tough, Marlin! Other presidents
have weathered storms of mockery. Re-
member when Jimmy Carter changed the
part in his hair? Remember when Lyndon
Johnson picked up that dog by its ears?
Reagan’s luck will change. Just make sure
he never tosses his hat on a bed.
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Insider books
share theme:

hands-off chief

By SUSANNE M. SCHAFER
of The Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON — More than a
dozen men and women who know
Ronald Reagan or have served him
in the White House have written
books, and they largely agree on a
portrayal of an affable yet hesitant
chief executive manipulated by a
Pr_oteclive wife and an image-con-
scious staff,

From the White House chef to
the Reagan offspring, Michael Rea-
gan and Patti Davis, from the dis-
enchanted economic whiz, David T.
Stockman to the secretary of state
who left in a huff, Alexander M.,
Haig, almost all sing the tune sung
by Michael Deaver, who was so
close to the Reagans they consid-
ered him a son.

"“Ronald Reagan sort of glided
through life,”" ‘Deaver said in '‘Be-
hind the Scenes.'" He said he and
Nancy Reagan ‘“‘became a leam,
united by our shared belief that her
husband needed to be protected,
whether he wanted it or not.”’

Over and over, the books make
the point — Reagan is a benign
president who had to be manipu-
lated for his own good:

B Haig, in "Caveat: Realism,
Reagan and Foreign Policy de-
scribes the president as a sort of
shadowy figure. ‘‘Because of his
(Reagan’s) habitual courtesy, it is
at limes difficult to know when he is
agreeing or disagreeing, approving
or disapproving,” Haig wrote, de-
scribing the president as “‘a listen-
er, absorbing the views of his advis-
ers’’ who “'gave little indication of
his own position."

B Larry Speakes, the former
presidential spokesman, caused a
sensalion in his book, '‘Speaking
Out," in disclosing that he felt he
knew Reagan so well he could feed
the press guoltes on crucial interna-
tional matters that Reagan never
made.

B Slockman porlrays Reagan
as a well-meaning, yet simple man.
Reagan ‘‘did not appreciate the
vast web of confusion and self-delu-
sion I was creating’' in 1981 wen he
concocted the tax and budget cuts
to be pushed through Congress,
Stockman wrote in ““The Triumph
of Politics."

® Donald T. Regan, former
chief of staflf, in the most recent and
most devaslating book, ‘““For the
Record,” says Reagan was pro-
grammed by his staff to run
through a daily schedule as a movie
aclor runs through a shooting
schedule. ““This fascination with
image produced a strange elfect,”
Regan wrote. “Ronald Reagan
seemed Lo be regarded by cerlain
members of his Inner circle not as
the powerful and ulterly original
leader that he was, but as a sorl of
supreme anchorman whose public
persona was the most important
element of Lthe presidency."

W Scholar Martin Anderson, for-
mer assislant Lo Lhe president for
policy development, in ""Revolu-
tion,” complains of Reagan’s unde-
manding nature: "Ronald Jleagan

.. had one distinctive personalily
trait that was highly unusual, per-
haps unique for someone who rose

Merging

W

“to the high level of managerial re-
sponsibilily he attained. He made
no demands and gave almost no in-
structions."

There are contradictions in
these portraits. If Reagan is such a
voracious newspaper reader — as
both Deaver and Regan contend in
their works — how can the presi-
dent say he didn't know Speakes
put those dramatic words in his
mouth?

Yet even when many profess
personal admiration for the presi-
dent, the descriptions that emerged
were less than kind.

Stephen Hess, a senior fellow at
the Brookings Institution and a spe-
cialist on the presidency, says each
book ‘‘must be read through the fil-
ter of who these guys are and
what's bugging them,”" but that
each one also provides ‘‘a piece of
the mosaic."

“It's the parable of the blind
men and the elephant — each one is
touching a different part and de-
scribing it differently,”" Hess said.

Taking note of Regan’s and
Stockman'’s books, Hess pointed to
their underlying common theme.

““What comes through in all the
books, from the earliest on, is what
at best could be called a hands-off
presidency and at worst, an Inat-
tentive one,’’ said Hess. "“Il’s inter-
esting that the same president who
is on the cover of Fortune Magazine
touting his management style, is
also the same president who pre-
sided over the Problems of the Iran-
Contra affair.’

The most recent book to capture
the headlines has been Regan's,
primarily for its revelation that the
first lady controlled the president’s
schedule, In consultation with an
aslrologer,

Regan bolsters the negative
image put forward by Stockman,
Deaver and Speakes.

In his book, Regan faulls the
president for a “distaff presiden-
L{ that was hesitant and indeci-
slve. lle charged thal Reagan *laid
down no rules and articulated no
mission" for his Cabinel officers.
“This is dangerous,” Regan

" wrote.

Here is how Anderson, a senior
fellow at the Hoover Institute on the
campus of Stanford University in
California, characterizes Reagan:
“He is highly intelligent, with a
photographic memory. He has a
gift for absorbing great amounts of
diverse information and is capable
of combining various parts of that
information into new, coherent
packages and then conveying his
thoughts and ideas clearly and con-
cisely in a way that is understand-
able toalmost anyone.”’

But Anderson says Reagan
made decisions ‘“like an ancient
king or a Turkish pasha, passively
letting his subjects serve him. Rar-
ely did he ask searching questions
and demand to know why someone
had or had not done something."

Stockman, recalling a 20-minute
lecture he gave the president on
taxes, wrote: “What do you do
when your president ignores all the
palpable, relevant facts and wan-
ders in circles? I could not bear to
watch this good and decent man go
onin this embarrassing way."

Lou Cannon, the White House
correspondent for the Washington
Post who has covered Reagan since
his days in California, says no one
should be surprised by the descrip-
tions of Reagan's hands-of( style.

"Il anyone interested in the pre-
sidency didn't know we had a laid-
back president, they must have
been on Mars,"” Cannon said. “I
never could understand Stock-
man's book, that he was surprised
Reagan was such a delegator and a
softie."

Cannon also pointed to another
theme running through the books.
""This administration had done a lot
to foster the notion that greed is
good, and these authors clearly
demonstrate that," he sald, noting
the million-dollar advances some
books have garnered.

Cannon, who wrole (he authori-
lative “Reagan' in 1981 and has a
second hook on the president due a
mr alter he leaves office, sald

ks by administration aides show
how much Reagan depended upon

ExXcuse Me,
SIR, BYT DIp
VYou SAY THEY
| WERE 'SCums’
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the people he chose to work with. It’
functioned well with someone like
James Baker III working as his
chief-of-staff, but not someone like
Regan, Cannon contended.

“"Regan’s management style
was to eliminate everybody else,"
Cannon said. Ever since his days in
California, Reagan worked with a
round-table style where he heard
his advisers out and then made a
decision, the writer said.

Ironically, Education Secretary
Terrel H. Bell, whose department
was targeted for destruction in the
early days of the administration,
comes to Reagan’s defense in his
book, *“The Thirteenth Man."

Bell takes issue with Stockman,
contending the embittered director
of the Office of Management and
Budget really didn’t understand the
president and how he worked.

Reagan ‘‘often made decisions
on budget and other matters that I
did not like, some of which made
me angry. But I never felt that his
policies were aimless or wandering
or lacked clear focus,’ Bell wrote.
‘“‘Ronald Reagan was a decisive
leader and it is inaccurate to por-
tray him otherwise,”’

And at times, Regan's book did
give the president credit. The for-
mer chief of staff also contended
that the process Reagan used ‘‘cre-
ated an atmosphere of confidence
and political dynamism” that al-
lowed the longest period of econom-
icrecovery and the highest levels of
employment ever to llower.

Another  theme  threading
through the Deaver and Regan
books is the invasive role of the first
lady.

Regan asserls that Mrs, Reagan
checked “virtually every major
move and decision’" with an astrol-
oger. ''By humoring her, we had
given her control," Regan wrote.
““No one except me, and least of all
the president, was disposed to in-
terfere with that.”

Bolh the president and the first
lady have warned they'll tell their
side of the story — and they say
they are taking notes.
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United Press Internati nal

CHICAGO — With White
Home aides waging a war of their
own against astrological asser-
tions, President Reagan gave
some attention to space aliens
Wednesday, suggesting an extra-
terrestrial threat would unify
warring mankind

The president, answering ques-
tions after a pre-symmit speech,
remarked, ‘“I've often wondered,
what if all of us in the world
discovered that we were threat-
ened by a power from outer
space, from another planet?”

“Wouldn't we all of the sudden
discover that we didn't have any

“differences between us at all —.

~ we were all human beings, citi-

zens of the world — and wouldn’t
we come together to fight that

¢ particular threat?” the president

" before,

‘,‘(A:l hipse

said

While Reagan has speculated
on the impact of an alien threat
including broa(hmg the
idea dunng & summit session with
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev,
the comment was of special inter-
est because of another conjunc-
tion: reports that the president
and first lady Nancy Reagan have

&8 more assing inleres{ In
astrology.

While White House spokesman
Marlin  Fitzwater acknowledged
Tuesday that Mrs. Reagan has
“an interest in uslmlugy and has
consulled elargazers on the presi-
dent’s travel echedule, Reagan
said, "No policies or decision in
my mind have ever been influ-
enced by astrology.”

While White House aides
hoped ‘& light-hesrted attitude
and the ruth of events would
the issue, 1L scontinued
boiling because los Angeles as-
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President Reagan is' appla
Thompson after a speech to‘the National  Vvisit to Chicago.

UPI photo

Strategic Forum Wednesday during a bnef

trologer Joyce Jillson ~claimed in
widely circulated print and televi-
sion interviews that she -had
spent “a lot of time at the White
House" after the March 80, 1881,
assassination altempt,

On Wednesday, Fitzwater
scoffed at Jillson’s claims, includ-
ing her assertion she helped select
George Bush 'as Reagan's 1980 | the first lady became interested in
running mate. “Nobady id the ' astrology — the belief. that the
White House has ever heard offyrelative positions of the planets
her,” Fitzwater said, adding, "Weg(t()nlr()l human affairs — after the
have to find out who her |)uh|u' assassination attempt.

' Yelations person is."

“It’s all fabricated,” Fitzwater
said,

Elaine Crispen, Nancy Rea-
gan's \spokeswoman, told United
. Press International on Wednes-
day that Mrs. Reagan said she
had never heard of Jillson.

i On T'uesday, Crispen told UPI

“Certainly when March 30
came into her life, she was more
frightened,” Crispen said. “She
talked to an astrologer ... primari-
ly concerning (the pmsndents)
safety and a safe time to
travel.”

In an interview with UPI an
Tuesday, Jillson said she had
“heard of the Reagans consulting
astrologers,” but when asked if
they had consulted her she re-
fused to answer, saymg “I never

ts.”
comment on clien -
.



TOPTLAND, Ore. (UP1) - Former President Jimmy Carter
criticized the Reacan Administration's environmental record
Monday and said¥Nancy Reagan's use of astrologers was an
embarrassment to the White Fouse. ’

He also said Vice President Georqp Rush was going to have +o
distance himself from Reagan if he 1s to have a chance of winﬁinq
the presidency in November. :

The former Democratic president toured Portland to promote his
new book, "An Outdoor Journal, Adventures and Reflections," a
collection of hunting and fishing stories essays on the
environment. The tour included an autograph session at Powell's
Books, one of the largest book stores in the nation.

On the eve of the California primary, Carter declined to say
who he supports in the presidential race.

But in two interviews on KXL radio and KOIN television, he
took after the Reagan Administration's environmental record.

"What has happened under President Reagan and Vice President
Bush is almost a giveaway program for off-shore drilling permits,
timber and other resources," he said.

"There has been an abandonment of committment to the guality
of the national park system and a destruction of natural resource
agencies," he said. "I hope the next administration will
reverse these policies."

When Carter was asked if he ever consulted an astrologer while
in the White House as the Reagans have done, he smiled and said,
"No, but mavbe T would have had better luck and been re-elected
if T had consulted with an astrologer."

Then he added that he though Mrs. Peagan's frequent contacts
with an astrologer about the president's schedule "had been a
very embarrassing thing for the White House."

"As a Christian, I don't think the guidance of our lives

should come from the moving of stars," he said.
Carter said Bush is viewed by many voters as someone who has
been "too subservient" +to the Reagan Administration. He said

Rush not been frank enough in explaining his role in dealings
with Panamanian leader Manuel Noreiga and his position on
environmental issues.

"Bush has not shown a strength of chracter to act on his

own," he said.
Carter said he and his wife love the outdoors and are avid
anglers. Fe said he wrote a book about his experiences because

he wanted to share them with others and pass on what he has
lJearned to his grandchildren.

The former president said he enjoys fishing so much, he has
built a fish pond in front of his Georgia home.

Carter also preised Oregon for leading the nation in
environmental matters and called former Gov. Tom McCall one of
his heroes.

"The Oreroon bottle bill sent a clear signal to the rest of
the nation," Carter said. "Tom McCall is one of my heroes
because of his commitment to protectina and preserving the
environment."
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Chicago Tribune, Wednesday, June 1, 1988

Reducing our
uncertainties

By Wiliam L. Renfro

Faced with an increased sense of the uncertainty of —
the future after the assassination attempt on her d/
husband, Nancy Reagan turned to an astrologer.
Hers is a common reaction: We all seek to reduce
the uncertainty of our futures.

A tennis star wears a certain shirt to increase his
chances of winning. A golfer walks to the green from
a certain side. Surveys show more Americans first
read their daily horoscope than any other part of the
newspaper. Indeed, the art and science of even
professional forecasting is in many ways a “feel
good” business—helping executives feel better as they
make decisions in the face of uncertainty.

What we have done as individuals we have also
done collectively. Corporations have used astrologers,
clajy\{oyang and psychics in making personnel
decisions, timing product announcements, etc. In
1979, with inflation and unemployment in double
digits, the Joint Economic Committee of Congress
responded to its increased sense of uncertainty by
commissioning a Special Study on Economic
Change. As part of that study, the committee
considered all of the major concepts for anticipating
the future—forecasting, cycle theories, Kondratief
Waves, clairvoyance, econometric models and, yes,
astrology via the services of the late Washington
astrologer, Svetlana. We may have literally brought
her in the back door, but the sense was that with the
prevailing economic theory down the tubes, who was
to say that any theory should be ruled out?

While psychic research will always have its skeptics
and formal challengers, such as the Committee for
the Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal,
psychics were gaining some recognition and grudging
acceptance as the '70s ended. Astronaut Edgar
Mitchell, who conducted an informal experiment
from the moon, founded the Institute for Noetic
Sciences to promote the study of paranormal
phenomena. On the West Coast, researchers Russell
Targ and Harold Puthoff were exploring “remote
viewing,” a form of mental telepathy, with their
results reported on ABC’s evening news. Rumors
abounded of national security implications and the
latest Russian experiments: Was it true that psychics
could tell which silos had missiles and which had
dummies? Could they tell where our submarines are?

Experiments conducted by the dean of engineering
at Princeton University were reported in the
prestigious Journal of the Institute of Electric
Enginecr’mg and Electronics. Fearing the backlash
and ridicule of professional colleagues—a fear too
often justified, parapsychic researchers were careful to
make no claims but only to report on their methods
and results. The Princeton dean’s explanation and
disclaimer of his research was almost longer than his
article.

The future challenges our highly scientific society
in a unique way: The principles of science do not
apply to the future. We cannot run an experimental
day from the year 2010. Thus, we cannot verify by
experiment our theories about the future. While
scientific research leads to laws which have predictive
certainty, future research leads to probabilistic
forecasts and alternative scenarios. Professional
futurists make the process science-like, but they
cannot eliminate uncertainty.

We have accepted the necessity of dealing with
unccnaint‘y in some aspects of our lives: A jury must
find guilt “beyond a reasonable doubt,” not to a
certainty; our nuclear deterrence is based on the
uncertainties of subatomic reactions; we know the
odds—fatality rates—of the various forms of
transportation and we play the odds anyway, seat
belts save lives, but only nine times out of 10.

In facing the uncertainty of the future, we use the
best information available to reduce our fears,
achieve a sense of control over the future, to feel
better about doing what we have to do. Astrologers,
cyclists, trend watchers, modelers, forecasters,
psychics, what have you—use one or use them all if
you feel better. As you can know the past, but are
powerless to change it, so you can change the future,
but you cannot know it. That’s why it is so exciting,

William L. Renfro, president of The Policy
Analysis Co., Washington, holds degrees in nuclear
physics and the law. He writes, teaches and consults
in futures research and worked for Congress in its
Futures Research Group from 1976 to 1980.
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«stairs at the ;
RﬁaggLEN THOMAS UPT Whéﬁisﬁo?ig Rep ' .
’ WASHINGTON (UPI) 9CY Nancy Reagan¥is being urged to

e e as’Fhe E:i:ldent'did _ regardina the influence
gf’;qfrologv in her 1ife St the issue dominate her trip to the

-ow summit. ; i ; ;
Mosggless the issue is put behind her, aides fear she will be hit

p bout the stars and the h 1
_ questions a ; : > heavenly signs than
WIthtm§;§ interests in the Soviet Unnon. So they would like her
abO;lake i few questions on the subject and put an end to a I o
to No first lady in the land has had to suffer more the slings
. arrﬁw; of family members and top White House aides who have
" s Of
author. .
tur:iihouqh former chief of staff Donald Regan boasts that he
rer uses adjectives against the first lady in his book "For
n;;’Record: From Wall Street to Washington," he does target her
throudhout for her intervention in decisions regarding the
" sident's scheduling of speeches, press conferences and trips
pres in turn, was influenced by her astrologer Rega laims.
she, i ding the first lad o .. r~edan claims,
whatever is quld}ng1 ence for &oog' mogt Ve, L e chat
. n 1nrtue N ~ an p 5 Y
she: Bo biiidahave been good for tﬁe pres?gegganges ~0 persenpel
» has urd@ . :
ShPT+ js interesting tﬁe?gti t:at the president's aides all
It 3 e -X most tellj ' Y
ear to sav . 1ng Jabs f i
nale, app allv wind UP With high praise. Oor the president's

{ fe and usu b T WhA 1se for the presiden
i Roth Regan and form:kinhlte wouse spokesman Larry Speakg; who
said in his book "Speaking Out” that the first lady woeid '

nstab you in the back," apparently were more concerned ahout the
vulnerability of the president than hurting Mrs. Reagan, who is
censitive than her husband.

weekend may 21-22
orter

more

~ Chief of staff Howard Raker used to be fairly talkative when
he was Senate majority leader, but he became more subdued and
cautious toward reporters when he moved into the West Wing of the
White House and became the take~charge man.

So it was that reporters were surprised when Raker recently
waved the president goodbye on the south lawn, and after their
shouts came over to talk to the press. He fielded a number of
questions with enthusiasm and the old vigor of his Capitol Hill
days.

3Later, it was learned that it was not the new look of the .
reporters that beckoned him to open up, but a Public Broadcasting
System documentary that is being made on him.

Raker, incidentally, said he would not turn down the No. 2
spot on the Republican ticket if it is offered. But he is not
seeking jit. He aborted his short-lived campaign for the
presidency when he answered the president's call to be White
House chief of staff after Don Regan was ousted.

T White House spokesmen can make a name for themselves being on
television. But Marlin Fitzwater does not want to be a household
word.

Fe is resisting urgings to permit the regular White House press
briefings to be televised, although they will be at the summit
meeting in Moscow.

Fitzwater, known for his spontaneity and banter, is afraid he
would have to curb his wit, and the general laughter in the press
room, if he knew he was on television. He would have to censor
himself.

Reporters are telling him, however, that he would even have to
answer some gquestions.

The public would see the positives and negatives of what
happens at a White House briefing. Mostly they might be surprised
at the questions that are evaded, for one reason or another, and
how much reporters are not allowed to cover in the White House.

There is also the problem of dishing out information "on
background,” meaning the official doing the briefing cannot be
identified on orders of the White House.

Most times there is no rational or legitimate reason to shield
the identity of the speaker, and a news story loses its impact
when the official is not identified.

For print reporters, disillusionment sets in when they see the
official whose identity they have been barred from revealing
appearing on the nightly or morning news saying the same thing.
Such is the way of the White House.

adv weekend may 21-22,
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)
® Following 19 a transcripl of Prest

“denl Reagan's queetinn and antwer
gecxion with reportere in Waehington
yegterday. ne¢ recnrded by 7hl.AQ
YN iated Press nnd The New York
Times

_OPENING STATEMENT
“_ayell, | have a statement here, &
wrflef slatement
. ~Pirar I'm pleased that Senate ma-
< fomity leader Rob Ryrd and Republl-
m jrnder Boh Dole have agreed 10
ek wp concideration of the treaty ]
* e@ninate an entire class of US and
“mwiet Intermediate-range nuclear
: alles
‘%ll ireaty, which was signed |ast
“p&ember, has placed U § .Soviet
« grme discussions on A path thal goes
*_Kayond arms control and toward real
Jear arme reduction 1'm both
. tul and confident Lthat, after care-
! consideration, the Senate will
! that this treaty 18 a diplomatic
. @Hesione, and will give its consent to
ted States participation
k.w the March trade figures
p= good news, the best news on this
S fPant since March of 1988 With (he
Trmde deficit dropping $4 | billion, and
- Wit exports up 83 4 billlon, this Is
. m evidence that the Irade balance
4f kmproving. as our economy contin-
. e 1o grow
s «Row several days ago, | received a
-Jr@e bill from Congress. My mes-
sage to reas on his maltler is
cPrrenily r review, and | expect
“t0 @msue |t within a couple of days. But
'gyj pews emphasizes whal we've

L

saying all along. that this is not
time to be imposing restrictions
~op=irade or reducing incentives for
~Tee® opem markets, or closing job op-

qqnnuu
'« “We want more jobs, not less. And

want a job market open w all
:hﬂln. men and women (n this coun-
o I'm ready to roll up my sieeves’
* go to work with the
2 agaln in crafiing a trade bill that
y continue this trend of more job

‘yy

‘Preaton and greater economic
N prowth

“ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Norlega Indictment

Q. Mr. President, why hnveJuu au-
"thorized the dropping of the drug In-
dictment against General Noriega?
And doesn’t that give the Democrats
ammuniton for the Presidential
campaign?

A. Not If they’'ll wait until there's
something o be announced We're ne-
gollating right now, and therefore |
can’t comment on negotlations that
are under way. [1'd be foolish to do so.
Some things you have 10 keep [0 your-
sell when you're arguing with some-
one else. But we're not — | say, ne-
mm are under way There has

no decision made on some of the
things that are being discussed. And |
hsve (0 say that | think that much of
what many of you have been deal
with as 8 story is based on some k.
of leaks or misinformation, because
there are no facts o sustain it

Q. If | could clear up that one point,
llll.lfl. sir. haven't you authorized
the dropping of the Indictment in re-
wrn for something on Mr. Noriega's
pant?

A. As | have Lo say, when you're ne-

gousung — and | did that for 25 years '

as 8 union officer in labor-manage-
ment relstions — you don t go out and
talk about wha! you're negotiating.

Confidence in Meess

Q. Mr President, now that the con-
servetives, persanified by The Wash-
inglon Times. have jumped ship on
Alormey General Edwin Meese and
the loss of morsie in the depariment,
the loss of respect 1or the Justice De-
pariment in Uve COUnLIy, and iLs integ-
rity. are you still backing Meese and
have wial confidence \n im? Or are
you going w0 ease him ol ?

A No | have complete confidence
b him And | know —

Q Why?

A Because there have been a great
many sllegations made, bl nothing
has proven and | have seen nO
evidence of any w an his
unufUllllJl.huuumorrdm
U bliegations that sre being kicked

sround, and right now an Uus pe rscy-
lar tung, | v would have W
Lalk Lg him sbout L Gunk tere's

and Domestic [ssues

more INAR mee(s the aye wiih regard
1o Ihig laleal departurs

Q What do you mean? What are

mi referring 107 You mean 1hat
“astiand did samething ta undermine
the Allorney (.eneral?

A No_he made a statement himaes!f
that there wae no animosity in any.
thing that had hnrvr-md, but | think
that you should talk 10 the Altarney
General about that and what hap

pened

Q Well, is that the role of the press
officer 10 be a defense atlorney?

A Well, once again, somehody
speculated that that's whal was the

reason there and | think that you
shouild talk 1o the Attorney Gmerl{
Goal In Panama

Q Mr. President, |l you can't dis-
cuss the negotations with Noriega, |
would like (o ask . however, about
your policy goal. You have said In the
past the goal was (0 see that Noriega
stepped down from power and al
various times, you have talked about
leaving the couniry, at various (imes
you haven't. Is your goal not only to
see that not only Noriega leaves
power, but that none of his cronies
continue 0 exercise power In his
name?

A. | sald | wouldn't comment, but
I')l make one comment. What we're
interested In seeing (s & restoration of
democracy (n Panama. It didn’t start
with this particular name, but some-
time back, under another one, Lhe
commanding officer of the National
Guard in Panama suddenly began to
take precedence over the President
of Panama and dictate 1o the Govern-
memt. We feel that it's time that
democracy return to Panama and
this Ls what we're negotiating oward.

Q- Well, siz, if someone controls the
mmcn. i Noriega pulls s

the scenes, is that accepta

again, | can't comment further on
this. We're in the midst of real negot-
ations.

Q. Sir, the fear is that you are
to agree to a deal which has a figlea
of some restoration of democracy,
but in fact leaves Noriega in power.

lQ. Well, when you won’t comment,
sir —

A. —no, I'm not going to back away
from what we're trying to do.

Drugs and Contra Ald

Q. Mr. President, there have been
charges also that this government
was aware of drug-running involved
with the contra supply — possibly ille-
gal contra supply operation — can
you tell us — and the Congressional
commitiees have been Investiga
that there was no involvement by th
government, the C.LA. or any other
. tes of this government, In run-
ning drugs on the same alrpianes that
were bringing wespons w0 the con-
tras? And are you Investigating |If
you didn't know about It, (0 see
whether there are any — is any truth

A_All that | knew aboul any of this,
untll the indictment came down, with
evidently evidence enough (o get 1o an
indictment, that previously there had
been some rumors he was providing
informsation on the situauon in Cen-
tral America, | think w our intelli-
gence people and the C.lA, some
rumors came up about possible d
— but no one ever received or cou
el any evidence (0 subsilaniiate

rumors. And then this latest
thing happened, and | don't know
whether (hat was whether he just had
staried, or whether there was any-
thing really going on

Q. But sir, there are other charges
tha! there was other Involvement by

this government in @ on the same
airplanes thai were delive weap-
ons Lo the caniras, beyund Noriega

Did you know anything aboul that? |s

Q — truth o that?

A No, the only Lhing | knew I8 when
we reled & sung operstion and
f that the Sandinisias were ship-
ping wut drugs.

Q Well -

A And unfortunaiely, the pllot of
el plane in thet particular sting
operslion was Wi down 0 e

dtreeta of a .
a'lormhndn<Am IR Fity siostly

O But are you rheching Into thesa
1atast allagationg )

A Yoy wenre

Q) My Precident, how can you
RIVEN (he hard line (hat ymy 1 a
the very '-.lnnm._ n the slivation in
Panama, tayma I Moriega had 1n
Isave the country the Daminican
Republic wasn't far nongh and our
recognition of Mr eivalle ag (he
President, how ¢ an Y™ 40 anything in
l‘:o. -‘-v Mhl‘fnmpmm|v withaast ap-

ring to back down

pes ml'.'v |ml= from yoasr orig)-

A Again ‘re ask
would lead ly;::) uhn':”:pm: .l-.l'::;
about, and | can only tsf) that
we're not going o fust itewagh
aAnyone i

Mr President —

A. Yeah, |'ve got —

Q. Mr. President —

A. | suggested (WO more — three
and then —

Role of Astrology

Q. Mr. President, you have repest(.
edly denied that astrol pl-ﬁ:ny
role in the setting of ey, but you
have ducked the question as 1w
whether or not it played a role in the
setting of schedule. A number of aides
besides Mr. Regan have indicated
that astro did play a role in the

setting of sc le, Inchuding the tim-
I‘u of the signing of the INF Treaty.
y did allow that to go on, sir?

A It ddn't go on. And this whole
thing is bullt around an incident In
which it was printed that this had to
do with the scheduling of one of my
operations. Well, it didn't happen that
way at all.

And you know something else? [t
didn’t have anything to do with me
being sworn in as ernor, laking
the oath of office at midnight — or
one minute after midnight back when
I first became — was elected Gover-
nor. What | was doing that time was
because once | became Governor-
elect, the incumbent Governor, whom
I had defeated, started filling up the
ranks of appointments and )ud!‘e: to
the place where | would have had a

ernment all set up before I got In.
ell, I couldn’t do much aboul it. He
was still in office unull | was llﬂ:: In.
| asked the people who'd In
charge of my campaign, Bill Roberts,
when was the earliest that | could be-
come Governor. And he said, "“Well,
the minute after midnight the night
before the inaugural ceremonies '
And | said, "'I'm going to get sworn In
the minute after midnight."" And |
sworn in, and at least | headed a
half a day's appoiniments that he
wouldn't have time because Lhe next
afternoon, | was Inaugurated.

Q. We're talking about a couple of
mcmc Incidenis. Are you denying

( either you or Mrs. Reagan,
though. used asirology on any occa-
slon during your time here at the
White House to help Lo set the sched-
ule for trips, the signing of the INF
treaty? | must say this s Against
what & Jot of aides are telling us, sir.

A. Well, I'm only 10 tell that —
one thing And that is, after | had been
shot, which was qulig traumatic ex-
perience for my wile

Q And you.

A — and It was not a — No, | was
confident | was going to be all rght
Other people can't know that Bul a
friend — remember, she was geilng
& great many friends — calls from
friends. And & friend called and sawd
that he wished that he'd known what |
was going Lo do that day and so forth
because of — he mentioned someone
that all the signs were bad and every-
thing else. And Nancy was — il was a
trauma that didn't go away easly
And when suddenly things of the
same kind — just for a short perod
there — when | was booked for some-
thing of Lhe same kind where Uve acch
dent occurred — why, she would ask

changes
of whether | did or did NOt conduct —
Q.. signing of an INF treaty sr?
A No_ It wasn't Nothing of that
kind was going an. This was all once
Ggain, smoke and mMirrers And we
made no decisions on I\ and we re nod
banding our lives W (his And | dan |
mean (0 offend wryone who does De-
lieve w1l or M-
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way beciuso I 'don't. know enough
abou: it t0 say is theré something to it
or not.

Q. Do you think the atten‘apt‘oh“[ your,

life could have been prevented? " -
i A.No, this friend thought that had I

been told of all — that that was sup-

posed to be g horrendous time for me,

that 1 might. have done something.
. Well, we didn't.

\

Meese Resignation

Q. Mr. President, you often spoke of
your belief in the integrity and hon-
esty of your Attorney General: I'd like

to ask you another question, which is:

Don’t you think that all of these resig-
nations, and the difficulty of filling
the job, and the attacks from so many
directions are, even if he is a man of
integrity and ability — don’t you think
this is getting in the way of the Jus-
tice Department doing its job? And
isn't that a reason for him to step
aside on those grounds?

A. No, because | think that there’s
been a wave, and for quite a long time
— and not just with him, but with
others — in which accusation or alle-
gation is taken to mean conviction.
And there’s been too much of that. In
this land of ours, you are innocent
until you are proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt. And nothing has
been proven. These allegations are —
continue to be made. This has been
true of others.

This was true of Ray Donovan, and
he's — his poignant line, I think, fit
the situation. When he was declared
totally innocent of any wrongdoing at
all, he said, “Where do I go to get
back ‘my reputation?”’ This also
applies to Beggs, who finally stood up
and resigned from NASA. And be-
cause of things he was supposed to
have done before he came into gov-
ernment, and was found innocent of
every — there wasn't —

Q. Well, are you saying —
A. — an lotu of any kind of support
for any of the inccusations.

Q. Are yqu saying then, sir, that un-
less Mr. Meese would be indicted,.
that he should remain in office?- Or .

can theré be léssér allegations that-. .

don’t require ‘ap” indictment that. . ) e
* ..Q. Do you have anything you warnt

‘to say to Don Regan? o

would: be grounds for, him stepping
aside? ‘

A. I think that for him to step aside...
would be what he, himself, once said
— that he would then live for the rest
of his life under this cloud, but with
nothing that had ever been proven.

Q. Well, what about the McKay re-
port?

Q. Mr. President?

A. I had recognized the person here
to my right. So you're the last one.

Noriega and U.S.

Q. Thank you, sir. One more about
Noriega. The combination of sanc-
tions and — the combination of sanc-
tions and negotiations has been going
on for an awfully long time, and it
seems as if the United States looks
progressively weaker. Aren't you a
little_angry that Noriega has man-
aged to humiliate and embarrass the
United States?

A. Well, we had hoped that we could
make it possible for the people of
Panama themselves to exert some
pressure and do something. And I
guess, having run into their own
armed troops willing to shoot, and
shooting, kind of cooled that down. So
we are continuing to negotiate, and
our goal remains the same.

Q. But, sir, are you not angry about
the fact that the United States has
been looking so weak when it's gone
up against this man?

A. Well, whether I'm angry or not
doesn’t count. On the situation in
Panama, I will — I will not comment
on the negotiations that are going on
in Panama, and at the appropriate
time, I expect to have a full statement
and make it to the American people.

Q. Will that be soon?

A. 1 wish I knew,
Q. Mr. President, how badly have

S BTN
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Regan?
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President — ;
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Veto of Trade Bill

Q. — that if the trade bill were to —
your veto were to be overridden' hy
Congress, the effect of the trade bill
would be similar to Smoot-Hawley.
Why is it that the Administration now

" is basically saying that it’s only the

plant closings provision that’s wrong
with the trade bill, that otherwise you
will support it? .-

A. Well, that is the main thing.
There are other things in there that |
don’t think are helpful or belong.
there. There's been a habit of adding
pork items to almost everything
that’s up on the hill, and that’s true
there. But this is the main one. And
when all of my colleagues at the eco-
nomic summit from the other coun-
tries, the heads of state of the cqun-
tries with which we trade, when they
call what we have seen here in the
last five, five and a half years — call
‘‘the American miracle.” And when |
have talked with them, they have,
asked me for questions about what.
are some of the things that we have
done, I found out, in answering their
questions, that they themselves de-
plore the fact that in their countries,.
the rules and regulations imposed.on.
government, including things like this’
and rules about hiring and firing, are
Burl of what they say is holding them

ack and keeping them from having-
the kind of economic recovery we’re
having. .

Q. Ready for Gorbachev? -

Q. Mr. President, how bad —

Q. Has Regan hurt your reputa-
tion? Has Regan damaged your repu~
tation, Mr. President? L7 o

A. Well, I was worried about his. [«
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Reagans consult astrologer for advace
NQSHIN&WUN (U 1) fresirdent and Mrs. Reaoparn have consulted an

astraloger in drawing 4P their schedules and have sometimes ordered
staff to change their schedules wheri the stargazer warred apainst
traveling on a certain day, 1t was repow?ed. ,

Newsweek mapnazine repocrted thxs week tha? farmer White House chlef
of staff Domald Kepan will disclase in mis forthcoming book that Reagan
ard his wife, Nanoy, conault a?trologers for help in makivio decisions.

Regan could rnat be reached oo ;omment Mornday, but sources
confirmed to United Fress Internaticonal that his book cantains such
infarmation.

In a telephcne interview, Elairne Crispen, the first lady's press
secretary, said today, ''not that I'm aware of,'? when asked 1f Mrs,
Reaparn consulted an astroalager to make decisicons.

"1 I think we all look at horoscopes,’®' she added. "’ 1'm not aware
of 1t in the case of scheduling.'?

Reagan himself has always shied away from making predictions on
orounds that he 1is "'superstitious,'?

Ov April 22, Reagan explaired to visiting members of the American
Legislative Exchange Council how 33 was his '’ lucky rumber.’’

"It was my rumber an my Jersey when [ played football,’’ he said.
"1 was the 33rd governor. And ever wher we were buying a ranch ard I
was on pins and reedles as ta whether we were going to get 1t and
fraernds of curs down iv Los Angeles kind of handling the thainno called me
up on the phone core day and he said, 1 just thought you would like to
know that on today, the 3rd of December, at 3:33 p.m. this afterrcon,
escraw closed. The ranch 1s yours,®

"?Tany Dorsett, the great star of the Dallas football team, somehow
got wind of this and my feeling about 1t, so now [ have a Dallas
faotball jersey with the rumber 33 on 1t _ atter they'd won the Super
Howl.??

Scurces told NEC Monday that scheduling of major events, 1ncluding
travel, have beeri charnged hecause the Reagans said an astrologer
indicated ancatner time would be better.

The Washirngtorn Fost reported Tuesday that Nancy Keagarn ' ’regularly
consulted astrolopers to determive the timing of presidential speeches
and arnnouncemernts. ’?

Ar unidentified administration official told the rnewspaper that the
president '’'i1s defimitely aware of 1t. He approved of 1t.'? The same
cofficial said the astralagy was '’a very, very, very closely held
secret’’ because aides ''feared the public might misunderstarnd.’?

The first lady was motivated by security concerns after the 19&81
assascinaticorn attempt orn Reagan, the Fost said.

White House spokesmarn Marlin Fitzwater denied to UFI that Reapan
consults an astraloger before making any '’big'’' decisions, but ne
indicated many ivn the White House, 1rcludivng the Reagans, read their
horoscopes dally.

Wheri Reapan became president, there were widespread reports that he
cansulted Carraoll Righter, a Hollywood astrologer, when he lived 1in
Califorriia. Righter died Saturday rnight at age 88 of cornpgestive heart
fairlure.

Ore scurce told the Fogt the first lady covmsulted with more than
corne astrologer and did riot rely principally on Righter after Reagan took
office.

Iri the 1580 presidential campaipn, Reapgan responded to the concern
of the Federal of fimerican Scientists, which wrote him a letter saying
members were '’'gravely disturbed’’ that he reportedly made decisions
nased on astrological advice, the Fost saild.

"7 1 have rever made a decisicorn based orn 1t ricr will I ever,?
Heagan replied through hl1s campaigr.

astroalony insertéthoraf-writethru 5-3 0659
15 superstiticus’ ; picksup/thgraf: scources told
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b W-DC“FEagan—astrolopy Istld—writethru 5-8 0735
(1eqrafld—p1cksupllthqvaf= sources told _ reagan denies report)
WASHINGIUN (Uil) _ Fresident Reagan declared Tuesday no palicies oF

decisions of his ''have ever beer influerced by astralagy.’'’

Newsweer maparine repcrted thais week that former White House chaief
of staff Donald Regan will disclose 1n hi1a fortheomivig book that RrReagan
and his wife, Nancy, consult astralopers for help ivn makinn decisi1ons.

Asked abcout the repaorts at a ceremory where he sigrnied an AS1an
Hacifie Americarn Heraitage Week praclamation, Reagar said, ''1 am malkirng
it a policy wot to comment on these books that seem to Keep tloodind
@ut, but no policies or decisiarn ivi My mnd have ever beern inf luenced bY
aStY*r:.lc.gy.v ) .

Asked about his schedules, he said: "'You Kricw, ['m still Jockinn
for the fellas whao tell me every day what 1'm goirg to be goirng.’’

Regarn could not be reached for commernt Monday, but scurces
Canfairmed to United Fress International that his book cortaire such
Imtarmat 1ov.

Iri a telephare interview, Elaine Craispern, th? first lady's press
secretary, said Tuesday, '’'not that 1'm aware of,’' wher asked 1f Mrs.

Reapan cornsulted an astrolcopger to make decisicns.
"1 1 think we all leook at horoscopes,’' she added. '°1'm not aware

of it ar the case of scheduling.'’ ‘ ‘
Reagan himself has always shied away from making predictions on

orounds that he is '"’superstaiticous.’’

Ov April 22, Reapgan explained to vaisiting members of the American
Legislative Exchanpe Council haow 335 was his Y lucky riumbey, 7}

U1t was my number on my jersey when I played football,’’ he saia.
"Y1 was the 33rd goverror. And evern wher we were buying a ranch arnd 1
was o pins and needles as to whether we were going to get 1t and
fraends of curs down irn Los Angeles kind of handlivng the thing called me
up ar the phorne ovie day and he said, 'l just thought you would like to
know that on today, the 3rd of December, at 3:ds p.m. this afterrncon,
escrow closed. The ranmch 1s yours,'

"*Tarny Dorsett, the oreat star of the Dallas football team, somehaow
got wind of this and my feeling about it, so now 1 have a Dallas
football jersey with the riumber 23 on 1t _ after they'd won the Super
Bowl.?

Scources said that Narcy Reagan urped her husband to sign the
Irntermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty at the summit meeting in Wasnirngton
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev at 1:43 p.m. on Dec &. That is when
the accord was signed.

Scurces told NBC Monday that schedulang of majcr events, includivig
travel, have beeri changed because the Reagans said an astrologer
indicated ancther taime wauld be better.

The Washirgton Fost reported Tuesday that Narncy Reagan '"’regularly
consulted astrologers to determine the timivg of presidential speeches
and arnncuncements., ’?

Ar urndentified admirnistration official told the riewspaper that the
president '’1s definitely aware of 1t. He approved of 1t.'' The same
afficial said the astralopy was ’’a very, very, very closely heild
secret'' because aides ''feared the public might misunderstand.’?

The first lady was motivated by security corcerns after the 1981
assassimnation attempt on Reagarn, the Fost saia.

White House spakesman Marlin Fitzwater deried to UFI that Reapan
consults an astraologer before making any ''bilg'’ decisions, but he
indicated many 1iv the White House, including the Reagans, read their
horoscopes datlly.

Whevi Reaparn became president, there were widespread repcorts that he
censulted Carrall Righter, a Hollywood astrologer, when he lived in
Califarnia. Righter died Saturday raght at apge 88 of coripestive heart
failure.

Ore scource told the Fost the firgt lady consulted with more than
one astrologer and did rmot rely principally on Righter after Reagarn took
aoffice.

In the 1380 presaidential campaigr, Reapar resporded to the concern
of the Federal of Americarn Sciertists, which wrate him a letter sayirng
members were '’'gravely disturbed'’ that he reportedly made decisions
based on astrological advice, the Fost saild.

71 have rnever made a decision based on 1t nor will I ever,'?
Heagar replied through his campaigri.
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Mediums

A Survey of First Ladies’ Contacts in the Spir

P 7‘7 y
By Carl Sferrazza Anthony
Special to Thé Washingtgn sz

Behind €very great man, so the saying
goes, there:ig a great woman. And, at the
White House;’ behind many great women
there has often been an astrologer, Or a me~

dium. Nancy Reagan was certainly not the - .

first first ladyf'to turn to the spiritual world
for some ‘sort of guidance, .as a paging
through history books and memoirs. con-
firms.

Julia Tylegifor one; belicyed that she had. ; “clearly’ envigioned hjm chokinz and dying.

the gift of extrasensqry perception, hut she
did not sharejher mother[s deyotion:to se-

wood Forest, her Virginia estate just outside
Williamsburg, Julia ,’I%ler s'ponsorqd an eve-
ning of “levitation, magnetic poWers and the
* conjuring ‘up-'of spiritsifrom the; great: be-

'y

'found. In fact, in 1862, when

S

V-

fi4

ances and astyology. Nevertheless, at Sher- cellent condition: “Two ' days

and Messages =

yond.” Though the spirits didn’t chanpel
through Julia, her seamstress| slave i“‘déed
made the table rise. The firsq lady’s sister
wrote their mother, “Instead qf:being terri-
fied, I was very glad I witnessed what. is
without doubt the ‘magufetic uence of the
body~—and not supernatural agency . . .”

It was in ESP, however, that Julia Tyler
believed her spiritual strengths were to be
her hushand
was in' Richmond  attending a| Confederate
conference, Julia became hysterical as she

Ky

¢ 'She rughed to his side, oqly to f{nd Him in ex«

ter he was

dead, undex the circumstances exactly envi< - '|"

t World

sioned by Julia—wtio 'had told |several peo<

ple of her dréam before.it came true.
.86 WIVES, D12, Col., " '
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Wives

WIVES, From D1

But it was Mary Todd Lincoln,

whose son Willie died in the White
House in 1862, who became the
most famous consultant of mediums
and astrologers to live at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue.’

Even before she got to the White
House, Mrs. Lincoln had been in
regular contact with mediums and
astrological chart readers in Chicago
and Springfield, Ill. She invited the
famous Colchester of Georgetown to
hold seances in the Red Room, and
President Lincoln, legend has it,
joined his wife for one session. More
often, however, the first lady went
to Georgetown to join a “circle” at
the salan of Neftie Colburn Maynard
and Cranston Laurie, both of whom
were successful enough in their at-
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“““EDITH GALT WILSON

tempts to brihg Willie back to Mary
that she consulted them regularly. It
was Laurie who told the first lady

that certain members of the Cabinet

were epemies and-should be re-
placed. To the politically keen Mary
Todd that could only mean the hated
Treasury Secretary Salmon Chase

and Secretary of State William Sew-
ard. :
Although Mrs. Lincoln held Ouiji
boards, horoscopes and spiritualism in
high regard, she dismissed premoni-
tory dreams. When President Lincoln
told her of his frightening dream in
which he foresaw an East Room fu-
neral and that he was to be killed by
an assassin, the first lady replied, “I
am glad I don’t believe in dreams, or |

-should be in terror from this time

forth.” , ’
On April 14, 1865, when Julia

- Grant, the general's wife and later

first lady, sent her regrets to Mary
Lincaln’s invitation to join her and the
president at Ford’s Theatre, it was
not only because the two women
were archrivals. Julia Grant had a
premonitory feeling that frantically
obsessed her to get out of town with
the generak

Edith Wilson also acted upon her
intrigue with the occult. On an Au-
gust night just 22 years after she left

the White House, she was.overcome
with the feeling of “something omi-
nous . . . hanging over us” because an
old servant who came to see her sud-
denly returned to the mansion. She
went to sleep only to be awoken by
newsboys shouting the news of Presi-
dent Harding’s death.

Edith Wilson and Florence Harding
had little in-common, but they did
share the same Washington fortune-
teller. In fact; in the early "20s, any-
one who was anybody had his limou-
sine pull up to the unpretentious town
house on R Street NW, between 16th
and 17th streets. It was the home of
Madame Marcia Champney, crystal
ball reader, clairvoyant; tarot card
and horoscope reader to the capital’s
rich and powerful. On most Thurs-
days, Pi_el('jce-Arrows with shagde-

WI windows eould be:seen |ini
up, as Supreme Court justices Chf;;ngg_
ressmen, Senate wives »

. : and socialites
awaited their appointmengs. o

See WIVESDI @1 -

: oy
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believers

WIVES, From D12

One of Marcia's first customers
was Mrs. Norman Galt, widow of the
jewelry store owner. In 1909, she
told Mrs. Galt that she would one day
be in'the White House. When Edith
Galt became Mrs. Woodrow Wilson in
1915, she continued to consult Mar-
cia, having her sneaked in djscreetly
thrqugh the south entrance.

In February 1920, when Evalyn
McLean, owner of The Washington
Post and the Hope Diamond, brought
her friend the wife of Sen. Warren G.
Harding of Ohio to see Marcia, the as-
trologer read through Florence Har-

ding'y charts. She called Mrs. Har- |

ding “a child of Destiny.” Florence,
Harding,” who never made a move
without first consulting her horo-.
scope, prepared for her:monthly by a
Columbus “seeress,” came to trust,
implicitly in Marcia. When she
brought the information on Warren
Harding, Marcia said he had “many
clandestine love affairs,” would be
elected president but not live to the
end of his term and would die by “sud-
den, violent or peculiar death.” Flor-

ence promised that if Warren were

LIS S o I T
Whistsigh, av 4, 191

At the deadlocked June convention,
when it looked bad for Harding, Flor-
encé phoned Marcia, who told her to
keep Harding in the fight. Marcia had
given Florence the code ndgme “Jupi-
ter,” so they could remain discreetly
in touch. To reporters, Flotence said
destiny was “kissed on my brow,” but
added, “If my husband is elected I can ;||
see but one word hanging|over his
head; ‘Tragedy! Tragedy| ”’ Mrs.
Harding, however, was gxtr¢mely dis-
pleased when one newspa
Mar¢ja as admitting t'hagié,'
constited' by Florence. ’IQ:
summer of 1920; an angry YrsHag!

ding'kept her distance but after. Har-
ding won the election, and the publici’
ty faded, the two women w¢ &-‘dailyff
contact. PN o s Rt
When “Jupiter? now flrst Jady*had -
her Secret Sﬁg"fce agent feteh Mars -

cia for White’ Hbusc‘:_r‘cﬂdid’g’é}—now ;
with the addjtion of.a"crystal ball—
Madame was still brought il by the
side entrarice, through the West
Wing. When the president’s schedule
called for him'to make publi .appear-
ances outside the White House, or to
appear at an in-house event, (‘Jupiter”
first consulted Marcia. On several oc-
casions, when'Mrs, Harding ‘was told
the president was in danger| she or-
dered a reschieduling, or actually ar-
ranged for him to’ leave the mansion
for 3 safer haven, P

Carl _S/erraz",ng Anthony is the
author of two forthcoming books by
Morrow, “Ladies First: A Saga of
Power of the President’s Wives” and
“Duchess; The Life of First Lady.

elected, Marcia would b&-m;’gh the.
officia) White House astrologér, and:
brought in through the front door, not ..
the back, as Editly Wilson had done.

Floréfice Hatding'dnd Her
Frigndship With Evalyn Mclean.”




